THE COVENANT OF

______________________ CHURCH

 “The Word of our God shall stand forever.”

Isaiah 40:8

SECTION I.

Name and Object

ARTICLE 1. The name of this congregation shall be the _________________________ Church.

ARTICLE 2. The object of this congregation shall be to glorify God with the preaching of the Word of God, the Biblical administration of the sacraments, and the exercise of Biblical discipline.

ARTICLE 3. The Scriptures of both testaments, which are called canonical, are received as the true Word from God. This Bible is our only absolute rule of faith and practice. The English translation of the Bible known as the New King James Version is the translation to be used in the public ministry of this congregation. This does not mean it is the only true translation of the Word of God.  The Biblical creeds of the church namely the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15), Apostles Creed, Council of Nicaea (325), the definition of the Council of Chalcedon (451), Athanasian Creed (around 500 AD), Canons of the Council of Orange (529),  The Second Helvetic Confession (which became the Swiss national Confession, and was adopted by the Reformed Churches of France(1571), Hungary(1567), Poland(1571) and Scotland(1566), the original 1647 Westminster Standards including the Westminster Confession of Faith, Shorter and Larger Catechisms, the three forms of unity which are the Heidelberg Catechism, The Belgic Confession, and the Canons of Dordt, are received as authoritative expressions of the truths taught in Holy Scripture, and are acknowledged to be the standard of doctrine in this congregation.  Covenant youth are encouraged to memorize either the Heidelberg Catechism, Westminster Shorter Catechism or Westminster Larger Catechism as acceptable summaries or statements of Biblical faith.  Adults are also encouraged to memorize one of these 3 catechisms but are required at minimum to be taught through membership classes the doctrines contained in these catechisms.  In addition, all those wishing to join with this congregation as communicant members must agree to the Bible as the infallible Word of God and the confessions listed above as true and accurate expressions of Biblical truth as given by the Supreme Court of the Church throughout the ages in response to heresy (1 Tim. 3:14-15).  The Bible alone is our supreme authority and the confessions are always secondary to the Bible.  Until such time as these confessions are proven wrong Biblically and overturned by the Supreme Court of the Church of Jesus Christ, they are considered as authoritative expressions of the truths of God's word and those who are members of this congregation will uphold them, obey them, defend them against the same heresies which today have been repackaged but are merely the modern day versions of heresies condemned by the church through it's councils throughout the ages.  Other Biblical creeds which have been accepted as true by the true church may be adopted by the Heads of Households in agreement with the agreement of the Session of Covenant Reformed Church.  The following confession or creeds require further study The Council of Ephesus (431), The Council of Constantinople (381), The Confession of Cyril Lucaris (Eastern Orthodox, 1629)
